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Join us for the Oceans In Action 2025 Workshop, an in-person event featuring the marine science
and technology research efforts along the Gulf Coast that transform into operational missions
worldwide. Following the success of the larger, OCEANS 2023 Conference, the workshop will
host presentations from locally based federal agencies, state-led initiatives, and high-tech
companies. This year’s event will once again highlight the results of the Advanced Naval
Technology Exercise (ANTX) that occurred in 2024. In addition to the Department of the Navy,
these vignettes are supported by NOAA, local universities, hi-tech companies, and are the results
of testing new technologies in an operational scenario.

About the Meetings

Business-to-Business/Business-to-Government (B2B/B2G) session to take place from 1:00pm-
5:00pm on August 28, 2025, at the Mississippi Coast Convention Center. We have a number of
federal agencies and large companies serving as “anchors” for this session and you will be able
to select which ones you would like to meet with one-on-one. Each anchor has provided a
paragraph of what they are looking for in small companies, strategic partners, vendors, suppliers,
and/or technology developers. Each meeting will be 15 minutes in length, and you can meet with
any or all anchors.

Register for the Conference

In order to participate in the B2B/B2G anchor meetings, you must register for the Oceans in
Action 2025 Workshop. Click here to register.

Schedule Your Meetings

After you register, send the list of which anchors you would like to meet with to Laurie Jugan.
Meetings will be scheduled as sequentially as possible on a first-come, first-served basis. Be
aware that there may be breaks in between meetings for your company, as we try to arrange as
many requests as possible.



Meet the OIA Anchors

Below are the anchors attending the event, as well as some information on their priorities.

Bollinger Shipyards

Bollinger Shipyards is the largest privately owned Shipyard in the United States. For nearly 80 years,
Bollinger Shipyards has been synonymous with excellence. From cutting-edge commercial vessels that
drive America’s energy independence and power inland commerce, to more than 40 years of building
highly capable vessel for the U.S. Armed Forces, our legacy is built on trust, innovation, and quality.

Whether it’s a dry dock, an autonomous drone ship recovering rockets from space, an icebreaker, an
offshore supply vessel, a towboat, or commercial repair work —no job is too big or too small when it
comes to strengthening America’s presence from the Mighty Mississippi to the Indo Pacific to the Arctic.
Bollinger is dedicated to enhancing the maritime industry through innovation and state-of-the-art
technologies.

Just as we focus on Building the Best vessels, we also pride ourselves in the support and utilization of
small businesses. Small businesses are the backbone of America! Our small business partners provide us
with a wide range of products, from office suppliers and Engineering services to piping system
components and major deck machinery equipment. We look for small businesses that provide quality
products at reasonable pricing and can make and meet their commitments. Currently, we are looking for
more opportunities for Women Owned Small Business (WOSB) and HUBZone certified small businesses
to help us meet our subcontracting goals on government projects. We are always open to hearing the
offerings of small businesses and seeing if there is a fit for their product or services within our business
needs.

ERDCWERX

ERDCWERX identifies new partnerships for innovation and commercialization as well

as provides a streamlined path to collaboration and contracting with the U.S. Army Engineer
Research and Development Center (ERDC) in military engineering, environmental quality and
inspections, civil works and water resources, geospatial research and engineering, and
engineered resilient systems. ERDCWERX events, tech challenges, and other opportunities
make it easier and faster for innovators to propose solutions for consideration by ERDC. As a
result, a growing number of contracts and agreements are being awarded to industry and
academia.

Anchor Needs: Individuals, startups, small businesses, large enterprises, academics, and
research labs are invited to submit solutions to specific tech challenges and other project
opportunities launched by ERDCWERX in collaboration with ERDC.



General Dynamics Information Technology (GDIT)

General Dynamics Information Technology is looking for Small Disadvantaged Businesses
along the Gulf Coast that demonstrate the ability to recruit candidates with a Secret Clearance
with core capabilities in software engineering, systems architecture, application development,
system administration, cloud computing, database administration, and cyber security.

GDIT develops strong alliances with small businesses that provide technology and engineering
services. We are committed to the principles and spirit of Public Law 95-507, as amended, and
Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR) Part 19, which establishes requirements for participation
in federal contracting opportunities by: Small business (SB) concerns, including Native
American small businesses, SBA-certified HUBZone (Historically Underutilized Business
Zones) small businesses, Small disadvantaged business (SDB) concerns, Veteran-owned small
business (VOSB) concerns, including service-disabled veteran-owned small businesses
(SDVOSB), Women-owned small business (WOSB) concerns, Historically black colleges and
universities/minority institutions (HBCU/MI), and AbilityOne organizations.

Ingalls Shipbuilding

Ingalls Shipbuilding is the largest manufacturing employer in Mississippi and a major
contributor to the economic growth of Mississippi. For 85 years, Ingalls has designed, built and
maintained amphibious ships, destroyers, and cutters for the U.S. Navy and the U.S. Coast
Guard. The largest supplier of U.S. Navy surface combatants, Ingalls is simultaneously building
four classes of ships.

Ingalls Shipbuilding is interested in meeting with companies providing products and services that
have experience in shipbuilding/manufacturing. In addition, we would be interested in meeting
with companies providing innovative solutions for the industry.

Areas of opportunity with Ingalls Shipbuilding: Valves and Coordinated Shipboard Allowance
List (COSAL); Electrical, Propulsion; HVAC/Outsourcing; Deck Machinery; Raw Materials;
Electrical Component Parts; Cable, Lumber, Fuels, Paint, Insulation; Facility Services; Cranes,
Construction Services; Consulting & Engineering, Information Technology Procurement, Post
Delivery; Bill of Material/Electrical.

Leidos

Leidos is a Fortune 500, innovation company rapidly addressing the world's most vexing
challenges in national security and health. Our 47,000 employees collaborate to create smarter
technology solutions for customers in these critical markets. The Defense Systems Sector
develops and produces advanced space, aerial, surface, and sub-surface manned and un-manned
defense systems. Leidos holds a number of government-wide acquisition, indefinite delivery and
quantity, blanket purchase agreement, and customer-specific task order contract vehicles in
support of civilian and defense agency missions. Long Beach, Mississippi is where a number of
our Autonomous Unmanned Surface Vessels were designed and tested, including the Sea Hunter,
which is the first autonomous, unmanned vessel capable of traveling for long periods of time and
execute a variety of missions at a fraction of the cost for a manned ship. Leidos has also just
released a new design for a small USV called Sea ARCHER. Additionally, Leidos supports
various service contracts at Stennis Space Center, throughout the country, and

worldwide. Leidos seeks out companies with innovative sensor systems, as well as small
businesses to help meet SBA goals for large federal contracts.



National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) -
Stennis Space Center

NASA'’s Stennis Space Center (SSC), located near Bay St. Louis, Mississippi, is the agency’s
primary, and America’s largest, rocket propulsion test site, serving the nation and the
commercial aerospace sector with unique testing capabilities and expertise. NASA Stennis also
operates as a unique federal city, home to more than 50 federal, state, academic, and private
organizations, and technology-based companies. Institutional operating costs are shared by
resident entities, making the site a model of government efficiency, and providing a more cost-
effective approach for tenants to accomplish their respective missions.

NASA Stennis is also home to the NASA Shared Services Center, which performs integrated
support and functions for the agency in the areas of human resources, information technology,
finance, and procurement. Consolidation, standardization, and automation allow the NASA
Shared Services Center to increase operational efficiency and improve overall customer service.

The NASA speaker will focus on Stennis-based assets relevant to the ocean science community.
The NASA Autonomous Systems Laboratory team is developing the expertise, tools and
processes to create robust, affordable autonomous systems to provide capabilities that can be
used on ground systems, as well as those needed to enable sustainable exploration of the Moon
and beyond. NASA-SSC also features a restricted air space and drone test area that can be
contracted for the test of exploratory systems. NASA-SSC canals can be used to test underwater
systems in a confined environment.

National Data Buoy Center (NDBC) — Stennis Space Center

NDBC'’s mission is to ensure the nation’s maritime safety and provide quality in situ marine
observations safely and sustainably to support the understanding and forecasting of changes in
weather, climate, oceans, and coasts. NDBC operates the world’s largest real-time marine
observation network, supporting the safe movement of over $5 trillion in annual U.S. maritime
commerce by providing reliable ocean and coastal weather data to the shipping, energy, fisheries,
and offshore industries. The NDBC network of Coastal Weather Buoys, Coastal-Marine
Automated Network (C-MAN), the Tropical Atmosphere Ocean Array (TAO), and the Deep-
ocean Assessment and Reporting of Tsunamis (DART) provides high quality meteorological and
oceanographic environmental data in real time from automated observing systems in the open
ocean and coastal zones surrounding the United States. NDBC’s ocean observing network
comprises over 200 deep-ocean, coastal, and Great Lakes moored buoys located from the
western Pacific to the Atlantic, and from the Bering Sea to the South Equatorial Pacific. The
network comprises three different systems: a weather buoy network collecting marine
observations, a tsunami observing network, and an equatorial array monitoring El Nifio
conditions.

As an organization, we look for partnerships in data collection, ship time (i.e., days at sea for
maintenance/deployments), weather sensors and payloads, and other Blue Economy partnerships
that promote maritime safety.



Naval Meteorology and Oceanography Command
(CNMOC) — Stennis Space Center

CNMOC seeks innovative, agile partners who can offer cutting-edge solutions to enhance
Maritime Domain Awareness and improve the collection, analysis, and dissemination of
environmental and oceanographic data. This includes sensor and platform developers capable of
integrating AI/ML capabilities, unmanned technologies, or advanced data analytics into existing
METOC architectures. Additionally, CNMOC values small businesses and strategic partners that
can deliver rapid prototypes, drive process efficiencies, and collaborate to address emerging
maritime challenges—f{rom undersea mapping and operational forecasting to climate resilience
and naval readiness. Ultimately, CNMOC looks for vendors and suppliers who share a
commitment to operational effectiveness, technological advancement, and the pursuit of mission-
critical insights in support of Fleet and joint force operations.

NAVALX Gulf Coast Tech Bridge

The NavalX Gulf Coast Tech Bridge (GCTB) serves as the Navy's accessible "front door" in the
Gulf Coast region. A collaborative effort between the Naval Surface Warfare Center Panama
City Division (NSWC PCD), Naval Research Laboratory-Stennis (NRL), and the Naval
Meteorology and Oceanography Command (CNMOC), the GCTB streamlines access for
industry and academia to the Navy's resources, intellectual property, personnel, facilities, and
unique capabilities. Whether you're an entrepreneur or academic, the GCTB helps you navigate
opportunities, clarify processes, and transform innovative ideas into tangible results. With its
concentration of naval installations supporting technology's full lifecycle — from basic research
to operational maintenance — the region offers unmatched expertise across diverse mission areas,
including Acoustics and Ocean Sciences, Diving and Life Support Systems, Expeditionary
Warfare Systems, and Subsea and Seabed Warfare Systems. The GCTB actively seeks new
partners to collaborate on these vital Gulf Coast mission areas.

NOAA Technology Partnerships Office

The NOAA Technology Partnerships Office (TPO) serves as a bridge between NOAA's world-
class science and technology and the private sector, academic institutions, and other government
agencies. TPO manages NOAA’s Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) Program,
Cooperative Research and Development Agreements (CRADASs), patent licensing, and other
technology transfer initiatives that promote commercialization and public benefit. Currently,
TPO is actively seeking to expand engagement with maritime domain awareness innovators,
industry partners, and research institutions interested in collaborative R&D opportunities,
especially in areas such as ocean observation technologies, data analytics, artificial intelligence,
autonomous systems, and environmental resilience.



University of Southern Mississippi's Gulf Blue

Gulf Blue is seeking partnerships across a diverse range of sectors to support the growth and
scaling of Bluetech startups, with a focus on enhancing ocean health, fostering economic
development, and driving innovation. The organization is looking for small business partnerships
to collaborate on providing critical resources and solutions that can accelerate growth. In
addition, Gulf Blue aims to work with federal and state partners to create a robust framework for
policy, funding, and support, ensuring these startups have the necessary backing. Partnerships
with late-stage startups, academic institutions, and industry leaders are also essential, as Gulf
Blue seeks to create a collaborative ecosystem that facilitates access to key technologies,
research, and markets. By leveraging the Gulf of America as an innovation gateway, Gulf Blue
intends to help these businesses scale faster through a faster route to potential customers,
partners, and essential testing facilities.



